
STRATEGIC - SUSTAINABLE - SIGNIFICANT

An Impressive Year 
Sanford Golf Design has been designing strategic, sustainable, significant golf courses for the past 28 
years but last year was unprecedented. 

In July Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point received the American Society of Landscape Architect's 
(Florida Chapter) "Award of Excellence" which is given to projects that blend environmental and 
artistic principles, emphasizing beauty, function, and the environment while demonstrating an 
inspired use of landscape architectural practices in an imaginative combination that adds to the body 
of the profession. 
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In a year that saw over 55 projects from around the world submitted for 
the highly coveted Sustainability Award ASLA-Florida Chapter bestowed 
the award to Sanford Golf Design's Trump Golf Links. Each year the 
award is given to only one project that exhibits sound sustainable 
practices.  

In October the American Society of Golf Course Architect, the 
oldest professional organization of golf course designers in America, 
named Trump Golf Links a recipient of the "2014 Design Excellence 
Recognition" program. Since its creation in 2012, the Program has shone 
a light on the innovation and problem-solving skills required of today’s golf 
course designs. The 2014 nominations were reviewed by a panel of golf 
industry leaders, including representatives of the Club Managers 
Association of America, Golf Course Superintendents Association of 
America, Golf Course Builders Association of America and National Golf 
Course Owners Association. 

In November Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point was named "Top 5 
Best New Courses" by Golf Digest and a finalist for GolfInc's 
"Development of the Year" award. Our Madinat Makadi Golf 
Resort, located on the Red Sea, was named the "Number One Course in 
Egypt" by World Golf Awards. 

!
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"Top 5 Best New"             
Golf Digest 

"Design Excellence"         
ASGCA 

"Award of Excellence"      
ASLA (Florida) 

"Sustainability Award"      
ASLA (Florida) 

"#1 Course In Egypt"        
WorldGolf.com 

"Development of the 
Year" GolfInc.

Madinat Makadi Golf Resort located near the 
Red Sea was recently named "Number One 

Course in Egypt" by World Golf Awards.

Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point located along 
the East River in New York has received 

numerous awards in 2014.

http://WorldGolf.com
http://WorldGolf.com
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Worlds Apart 
In early 2014 the Palm Hills Golf Club in Cairo, Egypt opened for 
play. It offers 27 holes set among 275 acres near Cairo and has 
unprecedented views of the Great Pyramids of Giza. As lead 
architect on the project, Sanford Golf Design collaborated with 
Nicklaus Design to create a spectacular course that is destined to 
become a premier golf destination in the Middle East. 

In addition to the 27 holes of championship golf the practice range is 
designed to play as a 9 hole par 3 golf course. The owners are 
committed to the development of our great game to the local 
community. Twice a week the practice range is used as a par 3 course to 
teach the game to new players in the community. Numerous junior golf 
events are also scheduled at the Club. 

Half way around the world Spring Run Golf Club re-opened for play 
in November following its comprehensive renovation. “The golf course 
was built 20 years ago so it’s not that old but it badly needed 
upgrading,” Sanford said. 

General Manager Mike Zigler stated "In Sanford and his firm the club 
found the right talent for their needs. We were thinking more in the 
way of graphic design to show our members what the course would 
look like and we’re very happy with John’s ideas, design, landscaping, 
and graphics,” he said. 

Spring Run is a residential community anchored by the 18-hole 6,989- 
yard golf course. 

Sanford said “as long as we are putting in a new irrigation system, new 
drainage, build all new greens and bunkers, it doesn’t cost more money 
to give you a golf course with good strategic quality. We were able to 
convince them that we could not only improve the infrastructure and 
conditioning, but the aesthetics and the strategic quality of the golf 
course.”  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Worlds Apart 
Two Course Openings for 

SGD in 2014.

John participating in the 
opening day ceremonies.

Palm Hills Golf Club, Cairo 
Egypt, with its breath-
taking views of the Great 
Pyramids of Giza.

 John Sanford hits the 
inaugural tee shot at 
Spring Run Golf Club.
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Industry Leaders 
As a long stating member of the American Society of Golf Course 
Architects (ASGCA) and currently serving on the Executive Board 
John Sanford is the perfect ambassador to South Florida 
Superintendents. This past Fall he presented the ASGCA's "Remodel 
University - A Short Course To A Better Course" to the Palm Beach, 
Treasure Coast and Calusa Chapters of the Florida Golf Course 
Superintendents Association. John will also participate in the Solid 
Waste Association of North America's 19th Annual Landfill Gas 
Symposium this coming March in New Orleans, LA presenting "The 
End Game - Transforming Your Landfill Into A Great Golf Course". 

Design Associate David Ferris, RLA presented to the Florida Chapter 
of the American Society of Landscape Architects (FLASLA) at 
their annual conference at the Ocean Reef Club, Key Largo, FL. "An 
Unlikely Oasis - Transforming Others Trash Into a Valuable Asset" was 
an hour long presentation that documented and compared Sanford Golf 
Design's two historic landfill conversion projects, Granite Links 
(Boston, MA) and Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point (New York, 
NY). The interactive presentation included samples of drawings,  
specification, and a rare video of Mr. Nicklaus, Jim Lipe and John 
Sanford during the construction of the 16th hole at Ferry Point. The 
presentation received great reviews and David has been asked to speak 
at other venues. 

Construction 
Sanford Golf Design will hit the ground running in 2015. Hacienda 
Bay Golf Resort on the North coast of Egypt went through 
repurposing design to reduce water consumption and relocation of the 
clubhouse to the top of course's super dune feature. 

John Sanford visited the Mediterranean seaside site and reviewed the 
changes with the construction manager and owner this month. He said 
"This site is unique and provides a canvas to build a premiere resort 
golf course that is environmentally, economically and socially 
sustainable". 

Also slated for construction in 2015 is the restoration work at 
Wilderness Country Club in Naples, FL. Superior Golf Concepts has 
been selected by the club to restore green complexes and tees. Bunkers 
will be rebuilt and select tees will be expanded. The site is heavily 
wooded with native Oaks and Cypress, selective clearing of exotic 
material is required to allow proper sunlight and air movement. 

Contact us to present to your org or for your next golf course project.
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David Ferris presenting to 
Florida Landscape 

Architects this past July.

John Sanford Presenting to 
Florida Golf Course 

Superintendents this Fall. 

Hacienda Bay is located on 
the Mediterranean Sea, 

west of Alexandria, Egypt.

Wilderness CC, Naples, FL  
will undergo a complete 
restoration of its green 

complexes in 2015.


