Sanford Golf Design

New frontiers
Routing and strategic design of a golf course are crucial to creating interest,
but a golf course's location can make the experience even more interesting

S

anford Golf Design has a
reputation for taking on bold
and complicated projects and
turning them into world-class golf
facilities. The award-winning firm
has completed 65 design projects
since John Sanford established it in
1986. Providing personalised and
professional design services to clients
around the globe, its designers have
extensive experience creating unique
courses on diverse sites in unusual
locations.
The company specialises in creating
challenging golf courses that are
sustainable, both environmentally
and economically. The design style is
traditional, making full use of native
materials. “We believe that successful
design begins with comprehensive
analysis of the site features, extensive
knowledge of the local environment
and a clear understanding of the
client’s objectives,” says Sanford, who,
as the lead designer, works directly
with the owner on all projects. The
company offers a full spectrum of
services including land planning,
landscape design, bid administration
and construction observations.
Regular construction site visits
ensure that design concepts result in
dramatic, sustainable and challenging
golf courses.
In the late 1990s, Sanford became
one of the first foreign architects
to tackle golf architecture in Egypt,
following a visit to the country to
assess the potential for launching golf
projects there. This visionary approach
paid off, as the firm has gone on to
complete a number of high-profile
projects in Egypt over the last decade,
all of them finished to championship
standards and one of which has

already hosted several European
Senior Tour events. To date, Sanford
Golf Design’s projects account for half
of the golf courses in the country – no
mean feat in an environment that did
not have a golfing tradition.
The company has played a vital role
as co-designer and project manager in
the development of the impressive Jack
Nicklaus Signature golf course in New
York City's Ferry Point Park, located
along the East River in the Bronx. This
exciting reclamation project involves
the repurposing of an old landfill site
to a tournament quality course for
the City.” The extensive project is
two years from completion. One of
the strongest factors that led to the
award of this contract was Sanford’s
successful 27-hole reclamation project
established at Granite Links near
Boston four years ago.
“We’re creating a niche in the
reclamation of degradated land,”
says Sanford.
“This type of project involves
extensive engineering that golf

architects don’t typically deal
with. There can be a lot of extra
infrastructure, soil management, gas
mitigation, garbage management,
capping, and government agencies
approvals required depending on
the type and age of the landfill.”
Sanford Golf Design’s achievements
and growing expertise in this
area of golf design have attracted
international recognition.
Vietnam is the latest frontier for the
company’s expansion, with a recent
contract for a four-course complex
outside Ho Chi Minh City, targeted
at local golfers. “There are over eight
million people in the city and only six
or seven golf courses, so there’s plenty
of demand,” remarks Sanford. If past
experience is anything to go by, the
ambitious project will establish the
Sanford Golf Design name firmly in
this region.” GCA
For more information on
Sanford Golf Design, please visit
www.sanfordgolfdesign.com

Sanford Golf Design’s projects account for half the golf in Egypt
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